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play is a rich thing  you need not deny it a rich setting
For Romeo and Juliet you could well arrange some per-
manent blazon consisting of the coats-of-arms of the two
houses surmounted by the Prince's coronet  Or with The
Tempest  you might for once play on darkness for the first
scene   The Tempest holds within its patterned profundity
suggestion of a spiritual parable The loss of the ship in tem-
pest reflects the tempests of mortal eiror, and must be
strongly contrasted with the miraculous survivals on the
island of music  You could point this by acting the first
scene in semi-darkness with confused cries and mazed
circhngs, as of lost souls and we could have Ariel disclosed
as a creature of angelic lightning, poised flaming on the
mast-head, as he desciibes himself to Prospero afterwards
It could be done, and would be worth doing, and would
assist the play's meaning far more than the elaboration of
realistic seas  Most plays would lend themselves to some
such carefully chosen innovations

But for any extrinsic aids and decorations you mvent,
there is one essential condition they must point and be
pointed by the significant action of the drama itself, and
they must lend themselves to human and natmalistic
touches in the acting The setting must be interwoven with
the performance it is not enough, as I have argued earlier,
to devise an elaborate artistic background - however suit-
able - running all the time a parallel and rival appeal to
the eye All additions must interlock with both the poetry
and the action I now outline some rough suggestions for the
ideal production of (i) The Merchant of Venice and (u) Macbeth

The meaning of The Merchant of Venice is never sufficiently
brought out We must take the play seriously Its deeper
significances do not, it is true, correspond at every point with
a surface realism as they do in Macbeth But for this very
reason we must take care to bring the inherent meaning out
as harmoniously and as naturally, yet powerfully, as we can